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The living room of a once immaculate flat. Large cracks run through the walls. Two doors, 
one to the hall and one to the kitchen. A window which has lost its glass and has been 
hastily blocked up. 

A whole flat full of furniture appears to have been crammed into one room. A bed, a 
wardrobe, chairs etc. Bottles of water. A shard of a mirror.  There is a small table on which 
sits the stub of a candle, a large box of matches and a picture frame. A worn and stained 
party dress has been hung up carefully in the wardrobe, along with a winter coat. The 
clutter is arranged as neatly as possible, but everything is dirty. Amongst the clutter there 
are also a couple of bags, a pair of scissors, a pair of trainers, a pair of high heels, 
assorted clothes and underwear, an alarm clock, a hairbrush, a make up bag, a paper 
bag, a cloth/flannel, and some books.

An alarm clock rings.

Talya emerges from under the grey sheets on the bed. She turns the alarm clock off and 
puts it back in its place amongst the clutter. She springs out of bed. She picks up a 
bottle of water and goes over to the mirror. She dabs water under her arms and then 
around her face to clean it. She picks up the make up bag and repairs what is left of 
yesterday’s make up. She goes over to the wardrobe. She takes out the dress and puts it 
on. She picks a hairbrush out of the clutter and brushes her hair. She checks her 
appearance in the mirror. The strap on one side of her dress has fallen down. She puts 
it back up. It falls down again. She puts it back up.

Pause.

The other strap of her dress falls down. She goes over to the table and lights the 
candle. She kneels. She picks up the picture and kisses it. She prays.

There is a knock at the door.

Talya is springs up to answer the door but the train of her dress is caught on the clutter. 
She tries to pull it free.

There is another knock

Talya Coming

She tries to free the dress more frantically.

Insistent knocking.

Talya Be there in a second.

Talya looks around her. She stretches over to pull a pair of scissors out of the clutter. She 
carefully cuts the dress free.
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She bounds out of the room.

The sound of locks being undone.

Talya (offstage) Oh ...

Raneen (offstage) Oh? Oh? Is that all I get? Oh?

Raneen, thirties, enters through the hall door. She is six months pregnant. There is a red 
birthmark across her face. Her clothes are filthy with dust and blood. She carries a large 
empty bag. She puts down the bag and heads straight for the water.

Talya appears in the doorway.

Raneen I thought you’d be pleased to see me.

Raneen drinks. 

Talya I am. I am. I just ...

Raneen What?

Pause.

Talya Nothing.

Raneen Do you know how hard it was to get here? Do you? It’s gone crazy out there. 
Whole place is riddled with them. Every building. Every alley. It’s a fucking nightmare. 

Talya It’s been ten days ... 

Raneen You’re lucky I got here at all.

Talya Ten days ...

Raneen It was too difficult. 

Talya Right.

Raneen I tried Talya. Really I did. I couldn’t make it through. Not in this condition.

Talya You should have tried harder.

Raneen For fuck’s sake.

Talya I’m starving.

Raneen That’s not my fault.
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Talya Isn’t it?

Raneen No.

Talya You said you’d be back. You said you’d be back in a couple of days. You 
promised.

Raneen I said I’d try. 

Talya One day you’re going to turn up here and there’ll be nothing left of me. Nothing 
but dry bones and teeth.

Raneen Don’t be so overdramatic

Talya  Yesterday I was so hungry I thought my insides were going to explode. 

Raneen Right.

Talya Everything’s squeezing and squeezing, black stabs of pain, over and over again. 
The air’s screaming. I can’t stand up. I try but my legs fall away and I’m on the floor 
and there’s big coloured spiders running all over me / across my ... 

Raneen I’m not listening.

Talya Across my eyes, in my mouth and I am scratching and scratching and ripping 
and tearing but I can’t get them off me...

Pause.

Talya I thought I was going to die.

Raneen You should have gone to the market then, like everyone else.

Talya Give it to me. Come on Raneen. Please. I need it.

Raneen What?

Talya The food.

Raneen What food?

Talya The food you brought. I can’t see it. Where did you put it?

Raneen Nowhere.

Talya Where have you hidden it? 
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Raneen Hidden it? When? When could I have hidden it? You haven’t taken your eyes 
off me since the moment I walked in.

Talya The bag’s empty.

Raneen I know.

Talya So where is it?

Raneen At the market.

Talya The market?

Raneen Yes.

Talya You are joking ...

Raneen Nope.

Talya What the hell’s it doing there?

Raneen Waiting for someone to buy it.

Talya Please Raneen. This isn’t funny. It isn’t a game.

Raneen Don’t you think I know that? I’m the one who’s been out there, out there all 
morning.

Talya I don’t believe this. Have you gone crazy? Didn’t you even get any bread?

Raneen Bread?

Talya Yes. Bread. The bread queue. There’ll be none left by now.

Raneen I went to the bread queue. I went already.

Talya You did?

Raneen Yes.

Talya Then where is it?

Raneen What?

Talya The bread? Don’t tell me you went to bread queue and forgot to get any bread.

Raneen There wasn’t any.
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Talya No bread?

Raneen No.

Talya Why not?

Raneen There just wasn’t ...

Pause.

Talya Are you okay?

Raneen No. No. Not really.

Talya Is it the baby?

Raneen The baby’s fine.

Talya Good.

Raneen It’s just been a hell of a morning.

Talya You’re a bit of a mess ....

Raneen Yes ... I guess I must be ... a bit of a mess.

Talya How could you let yourself get in such a state. Aren’t you embarrassed walking 
around outside like that? What will people say?

Raneen What does it matter?

Talya dabs water on Raneen’s face and cleans the dirt away.

Talya First impressions are extremely important. Never underestimate how much they 
count.

Raneen Thanks.

Raneen gets a Mars bar out of her pocket.

Raneen Here. Go on. Take it.

Talya That?

Raneen I was saving it. For an emergency.

Talya I can’t.
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Raneen I want you to have it.

Talya I can’t.

Raneen Come on.

Talya But ...

Raneen But what?

Talya It’s a Mars Bar.

Raneen Obviously.

Talya I can’t eat that.

Raneen I thought you were starving.

Talya I’ll get fat.

Raneen What?

Talya It’s packed full of calories.

Raneen Fat, you’re worried about getting fat!

Talya I’d rather die.

Raneen That can be arranged.

Talya I need food, proper food. Fresh fruit and vegetables.

Raneen What do you think I am? Some kind of miracle worker.

Talya There’s no nutrition in that

Raneen Oh, for fuck’s sake.

Talya Please Raneen. You’re so clever. You could find anything if you really put your 
mind to it. Remember that time I wanted a bottle of shampoo and you said I was being 
ridiculous. You told me that you’d never be able to get one. But you did.

Raneen Only because they blew a hole in the back of the hotel where all the foreigners 
were staying. 

Talya See.

Raneen I just happened to be around the corner. It was sheer luck. 
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It’s hardly likely that we’re going to come across a stock pile of celery or a mountain of 
mangos anywhere. No. The best you can hope for is an old jar of jam or a can of fruit 
cocktail.

Talya There must be something

Raneen There might be fresh nettles.

Talya Really?

Raneen Yes.

Talya Where?

Raneen Down at the market, but the longer we leave it, the less likely that is. 

Raneen picks up her bag.

Talya Thank you. Thank you. You’re the best sister ever.

Raneen Right.

Talya Bye.

Raneen Talya ...

Talya I’m not coming with you.

Raneen Yes, you are.

Talya Don’t be silly

Raneen I’m not going without you.

Talya But I can’t, you know I can’t.

Raneen Of course you can. 

Talya I can’t.

Raneen It’s easy. Just put one foot in front of the other. Straight out the door.

Talya But what if he comes?

Raneen He won’t. Not while you’re out. I promise you.

Talya But how can you know that? Things always happen when you decide they 
won’t. Like when you don’t buy a lottery ticket, your numbers always come up.
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Raneen  Okay. Let’s think about this rationally. If he was coming, don’t you think he 
would be here by now?

Talya Not necessarily ...

Raneen So then where is he?

Pause.

Talya I don’t  ... it might be too difficult.

Raneen Talya ...

Talya You said so yourself.

Raneen It’s completely different

Talya How?

Raneen Do you really need me to explain?

Talya If I go out, he’ll come I know he will.

Raneen Well then he’ll have to wait.

Talya What if he doesn’t?

Raneen We won’t be long. An hour tops.

Talya But what if he can’t?

Raneen If he loves you, he will.

Talya But what if he comes and they’re chasing him and he’s banging on the door but 
I’m not there. I can’t open it. I can’t let him in. And he runs on and I come back but it’s 
too late. He’s not there. And I can feel the wood still warm where his hands were, I can 
smell him in the air. But he’s gone. Because I wasn’t there.

Raneen Talya, he’s not coming. You know he isn’t.

Talya Yes, he is.

Raneen No, he isn’t.

Talya Don’t say that.

Raneen It’s true.
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Talya He’s coming.

Raneen It’s been a year and half ...

Talya What does it matter?

Raneen You can’t stay in the flat forever.

Talya It’s not forever, it’s only till he gets here.

Raneen You’ve got to go out.

Talya Why?

Raneen You have to.

Talya I can’t.

Raneen Talya, if you don’t go out for food and water, you’ll die.

Talya Only if you let me.

Raneen What?

Talya  If I die, it’ll be your fault.

Raneen Talya, this can’t go on. Me waiting on you hand and foot. 

Talya You promised mum, you promised her on her death bed. Remember?

Raneen She didn’t mean it like that.

Talya You promised her you’d look after me.

Raneen You were eleven. I was sixteen. We were on our own. Of course she made me 
promise that. You’re a grown up now. You’ve got to stand on your own two feet. I 
mean look at me, for fuck’s sake, the baby’ll be here soon. Then what? What if it gets 
sick? What if I get sick?

Talya You won't.

Raneen How do you know? Childbirth is really dangerous. They don’t have the drugs, 
the equipment. Not like they used to. I could get sepsis, eclampsia, I could 
haemorrhage. I could die.

Talya You won't.
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Raneen Women do now.

Talya You won’t.

Raneen  You don’t have a fucking clue, do you? A fucking clue what’s going on out 
there? I mean when was the last time you opened this window? When the last time you 
even bothered to look outside.

Raneen rushes over to the window. 

Talya  Don't...

Raneen  What?

Talya  It’s not safe

Raneen I don’t care

She pulls back the curtains.

The sound of the war rushes in. Intermittent shelling and closer to them the sound of 
gunfire in the street.

Raneen Look. Come and look. Please. Talya. The real world. The real world. That’s 
what’s going on out there. That’s what actually matters. Can’t you hear it? Gunfire in 
the street. Shelling to the East. It’s all around you.

Talya Do you remember that man from the cafe, the one near the station? 

Raneen To get here I had to crawl on my belly to get across the open ground between 
my flat and the bridge. 

Talya What was his name? The one who always put extra cream on my hot chocolate  - 
only mine?

Raneen I had to run from doorway to doorway along the street, sprint across 
crossroads. You never know, any second, any second it could be your moment. 

Talya Remember when we saw him in the street. 

Raneen This morning they bombed the bread queue and I was so close. 

Talya And he picked up a rose, a red one, from the flower stall and crossed right over.

Raneen So close.

Talya  Right over the road just to give it to me.
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Raneen There was blood in the gutter. People lying still, twisted in the street.

Talya But he never got up the courage to ask me out.

Raneen No one was screaming.

Talya Then one day we went and he wasn’t there anymore.

Raneen There should have been screaming.

Talya We never saw him again. He disappeared. Completely disappeared. 

Raneen Talya are you listening? 

Talya I wonder where he went?

Raneen You have to listen to me.

Pause.

Talya Do you remember that man? Off the internet? The estate agent? He took me out 
for dinner and dancing. So many cocktails, so much champagne and then he asked me 
to go home with him but I wouldn’t. I wouldn’t even kiss him. He never called. Not 
again. I wonder what happened to him?

Raneen I don’t know.

Talya Perhaps he had an accident. I hope he’s okay.

Raneen I’m sure he’s fine.

Talya Where did they all go?

Raneen Who?

Talya The men.

Urgent voices can be heard in the street below.

Raneen They’re outside.

Talya Outside?

Raneen Yes, can’t you hear them?

Talya listens

Talya Yes. Yes. I can. It sounds like there are lots of them. All in the same place. Oh ...
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Raneen What?

Talya Of course they are. I’ve been so stupid. What was I thinking? Hiding myself 
away in here? I need to go out.

Raneen Yes. Yes you do.

Talya You have to, don’t you? Show up, put in an appearance, even if you don’t feel 
like it. You have to wipe your tears and put a smile on your face. You never know who 
you might meet.

Raneen Exactly.

Raneen picks up the shopping bag.

Raneen There’s no time to waste.

Talya I’m not getting any younger.

Talya examines herself in the mirror.

Raneen Talya?

Talya Do I look oksy?

Raneen You look fine?

Talya Are you sure?

Raneen Beautiful.

Talya Not a bit pasty?

Raneen Not in the least. 

Talya Do you think they’ll notice me?

Raneen Who?

Talya I’m so excited. I can’t wait

Raneen Off we go then.

Talya I wouldn’t want to be late.

Raneen No ...

Talya Oh, it’s going to be marvellous, absolutely marvellous!
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Talya exits.

Raneen Thank you God.

She exits after Talya.

The front door closes.

Edhem, an enemy soldier, climbs through the window. His clothes are filthy with dust and 
blood. He is carrying a gun. He listens. 

He pokes his head into the kitchen. He exits.

 Silence. 

He enters through the hall door. He is more relaxed. He surveys the room. He spots the 
Mars Bar, grabs it and eats it hungrily. He drops the torn wrapper on the floor. He notices 
the picture frame. He looks at the picture quizzically. He opens a bottle of water. He 
splashes some on his face. He drinks.

The sound of a door opening. 

Edhem ducks into the kitchen just as ...

Raneen enters through the hall door, supporting Talya. Talya is having a panic attack.

Raneen Breathe. Breathe! Come on - in two three, out two three, in two three, out two 
three, in two three/

Talya Can’t.

Raneen Yes, you can. 

Talya Can’t

Raneen Look at me. In two three - oh fuck this. 

Raneen looks around the room and sees a paper bag amongst the clutter.

Raneen Here.

Talya breathes into the bag and out of it, several times until she has caught her breath. 
Each time the bag inflates and deflates more slowly. Talya takes the bag away from her 
mouth. She is distraught.

Raneen Better?
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Talya How? How could you do that to me?

Raneen What?

Talya Take me out there. Into that. I thought I was ... You lied to me?

Raneen No I didn’t.

Talya You said there’d be men out there.

Raneen There were.

Talya They had guns.

Raneen So?

Talya Bullets flying all over the place.

Raneen What you expecting? Canapes and polite conversation.

Talya They were shooting at us.

Raneen They were after someone.

Talya I could have been killed.

Raneen If you’d just waited a second, just a second till they passed by, it would have 
been fine. But no you had to fling yourself out there, make a grand entrance, like / some 
... 

Talya You have to stand out. Make yourself noticed.

Raneen It was the street. The street. It wasn’t the debutante’s ball.

Talya You made a fool of me.

Talya weeps.

Raneen Talya. You can’t stay here. Not any more. It’s getting too dangerous. Too 
close. You’re going to end up slap bang in the middle of it.

Talya In the middle of what?

Raneen You should come back with me.

Talya Leave the flat? 

Raneen Yes.
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Talya But this is my home. Our home. We grew up here. Doesn’t that mean anything 
to you? Who would take care of it? I couldn’t bear to think about it, all on its own. We 
might get squatters. Going through our stuff. Touching our things. Ruining everything. 
What would mum say? She’d be furious.

Raneen She’d understand.

Talya Would she?

Raneen It’d be easier. Safer. If you stayed at mine.

Talya I can’t leave here. 

Raneen Just for a while. Until things calm down.

Talya No. No. Absolutely not.

Raneen I won’t be able to get to you. Not anymore.

Talya You’d abandon me?

Raneen It might be physically impossible. I wouldn’t have any choice.

Talya You are. You’re abandoning me.

Raneen I’m not abandoning you.

Talya You’ve never cared about me.

Raneen That’s not true. 

Talya Even when we were little. 

Raneen Don’t be stupid.

Talya It’s not my fault if I was pretty and popular and everyone liked me and you 
weren’t and everyone thought you were a freak and called you “lurgy face”. 

Raneen Talya, I care about you. I care about you very much.

Talya You tied me up. 

Raneen Not this again.

Talya You left me there for hours.

Raneen I was ten.
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Talya You knew what you were doing.

Raneen You were boring me.

Talya What?

Raneen That stupid princes and princesses game. 

Talya I loved that game.

Raneen ‘Ooo! Help me! Help me!’ It was banal.

Talya You said I’d been kidnapped by a dragon. You said that a prince would come and 
rescue me. 

Raneen You didn’t have to stay there.

Talya You tied me to the lamppost with your skipping rope.

Raneen So?

Talya I was waiting for the prince. 

Raneen Didn’t he come?

Talya You know, he didn’t. 

Raneen And what does that tell you?

Talya You were  supposed to be the prince.

Raneen You could have rescued yourself.

Talya I was playing the game. Properly. And where were you? Reading.

Raneen It was a good book.

Talya It rained.

Raneen Sorry. I didn’t mean ... I was trying to help you

Talya How? How was that helping me?

Raneen I thought it might teach you a lesson.

Talya And now you’re doing it again.

Raneen What?
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Talya Abandoning me. Your own sister.

Raneen Don’t be ridiculous.

Talya All you care about now is that baby.

Raneen That’s not true.

Talya That fatherless bastard.

Raneen Don’t Talya, don’t.

Talya He didn’t have any respect for you ... I mean he couldn’t even be bothered tell 
you his name ... 

Raneen I never asked him.

Talya You shouldn’t have to ask him.

Raneen You weren’t there. You couldn’t understand.

Talya Understand what? That you let some stranger ... some man you’d never even met 
before ... you know ... in some dirty, smelly alley ... like some piece of meat ...  it’s 
degrading ... it’s disgusting ... 

Raneen It was romantic.

Talya How? How on earth was that romantic?

Raneen It just was.

Talya Oh come on ...

Raneen It was exciting, unexpected. He made me feel like I was alive, really alive. You 
couldn’t even imagine it.

Talya Couldn’t I?

Raneen No.

Talya Try me ...

Pause.

Raneen  The night’s dark. Pitch. There isn’t a star in the sky. It’s after curfew and I’m 
out. The air around me’s heavy with smoke. I go down to the old shoe shop, stand 
outside it, tracing the place where the glass was with my fingers, remembering. 

19.



Out of nowhere: footsteps behind me. I’m caught. I spin round, ready to face 
whatever’s next and there he is, foreign and strange, black against blackness. He 
doesn’t move, not a step forwards, or back, and we’re frozen like that, just for a 
second. A flash of light explodes. Suddenly everything’s bright and I can see that he’s 
beautiful, fiercely beautiful, so beautiful he burns into my eyes. I find myself turning 
away. Start to walk, quickly. In the ringing silence after the noise, I can hear his 
footsteps echoing mine. I duck into an alley, petrified, cowering behind the rubbish. But 
he follows me in, drags me out - his fingers digging deep into my wrists. He throws 
me up against the wall and kisses me and makes love to me, pressing so hard into me 
that the bricks behind me bite into my back. 

Pause.

Talya Then what happened?

Raneen What?

Talya What happened next?

Raneen Nothing.

Talya That’s it?

Raneen  Yes.

Talya It can’t be.

Raneen We finished and he left.

Silence.

Talya The bastard.

Raneen Don’t say that.

Talya He abandoned you.

Raneen No he didn't.

Talya That’s what it sounds like.

Raneen It was what it was.

Talya What does that mean?

Raneen A moment, that’s all.
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Talya A moment?

Raneen Anything more would have spoilt it.

Talya Please! He used you and abused you.

Raneen What?

Talya He chewed you up and spat you out.

Raneen No, he didn't.

Talya It’s your own fault. 

Raneen Mine?

Talya You should never have let him take advantage of you like that.

Raneen I wanted him to.

Talya starts to gather some books from out of the clutter.

Talya You need help Raneen. Serious help. I mean how old are you now? And still on 
the shelf.

She dumps some books down in front of Raneen.

Raneen What are these?

Talya They’re what you need.

Raneen looks at the books.

Talya goes back for more.

Raneen What You Wear Can Change Your Life ? I think we’ve all got more pressing 
concerns at the moment than whether blue is the new black, don’t you? Why Men Love 
Bitches: From Doormat to Dreamgirl . Lovenapped: The Science of Seduction Meets 
the Art of Hostage Negotiation. Man Fishing: How to Hook the Big One. What is all 
this crap?

Talya It’s not crap.

Raneen Oh come on. Find Yourself in Seven Simple Steps . Tell you what, I’ll find 
myself in one.

Raneen grabs herself.
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Raneen Ooo! Hello! Here I am.

Talya Don’t Raneen. I’m trying to help you.

Raneen Help me. How is this stuff going to help me? Platitudes for the pathetic, that’s 
all it is.

Talya Here. This is the one, the one you should definitely read.

Raneen The Laws of Love: 50 Rules for Catching Mr. Right and Keeping Him.

Talya Exactly.

Raneen Oh, for fuck’s sake.

Talya Aren’t you even going to look at it?

Raneen No.

Talya You really should.

Raneen Alright then. If it makes you happy.

Raneen opens the book.

Talya It’s not my happiness I’m worried about.

Raneen ‘Rule  number one: Elegance at all times. If you think it’s what’s on the inside 
that counts, then you are sadly mistaken. Men like women who are neat, clean and wear  
sexy feminine clothes. Be well groomed and perfectly dressed at all times. You never 
know when he might turn up.’ 

Raneen notices Talya’s attempt at a perfect appearance.

Raneen For fuck’s sake! ‘Rule number three: Put yourself out there. Tonight might be 
the night. But he can’t meet you if you’re not there ... so party, party, party ...  Thirty 
five: Never tell a man what to do.’  Bollocks. Absolute bollocks.

She chucks the book back to Talya.

Talya: ‘Rule number nineteen: Only casual kissing on a first date. Men want as much 
as they can get as soon as they can get it. But if you give it to them, what reason have 
they got for seeing you again. Making him wait will only increase his lust and ardour 
and keep him coming back for more.’

Raneen takes the book back.
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Raneen ‘Forty eight: It don’t mean a thing if you ain't got that ring.’ It’s nonsense 
Talya, complete and utter nonsense. ‘Twenty two: Never accept a weekend date after 
Tuesday’ I mean what the fuck is that?

Talya Don’t say yes to a Friday or Saturday date, if the man asks you any later than the 
Tuesday before. Tell him you’re busy, but maybe next week.

Raneen Next week! There may not be a next week!

Talya If  man asks you out for a Friday or Saturday date at the last minute and you 
accept, it’ll look like you’re not popular. 

Raneen Ooo ...yes... sorry I’m not free, but ever since the siege started my social 
calendar’s just been full to bursting.

Talya You have to appear in demand. Men only fall in love with women, they think are 
desired by lots of other men. 

Raneen Bullshit.

Talya It’s the truth.

Raneen It’s ridiculous.

Talya No, it’s not.

Raneen ‘Thirty four: Never call a man and only return his calls when absolutely 
necessary.’

Silence.

Raneen Oh, come on.

Talya So, you’ve never rung a man and wished you hadn’t?

Raneen So?

Talya So if you don’t call them, you only speak to them when they want to speak to 
you, so you don’t feel rejected, so you don’t find yourself, two bottles of Sauvignon 
Blanc later, screaming down the phone that they don’t love you, when actually they did 
till you started ringing them at 3am ranting like a mad woman - which you can’t do 
anyway because you’re not allowed to call them in the first place.

Raneen Fair enough.

Talya See.
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Raneen And if either of us had a phone or a man, I might consider that a good piece of 
advice.

Talya Speak for yourself.

Raneen Talya ...

Talya What?

Raneen You know what.

Talya snatches for the book again.

Talya Well don’t blame me when you end up a lonely old maid with only cats for 
company.

Raneen What does it matter?

Talya What?

Raneen This is the modern world. It isn’t 1855. So I might never meet Mr. Right. So I 
might never get married. It’s not the end of the world. 

Talya It would be very sad.

Raneen Why? Why does it have to be sad? There are plenty other perfectly good 
things to do with your life. I could write a novel or help find a cure for cancer or travel 
to the ends of the earth. I’m going to have a child. Bring it up. On my own. What could 
be more fulfilling than that? Men are just a nuisance really when it comes down to it. 
They’re messy. They’re selfish.

Talya finds the empty Mars Bar wrapper.

Raneen  They never do the washing up. They’re completely changeable. One minute 
they’re stalking you. The next minute they can’t get away fast enough. The only thing 
they’re really good for is sex and most of the time they’re not even that great at that. 
They’re completely unnecessary when it comes down to it and if wasn’t for the fact that 
we / need

Talya looks over at the window.

Talya Sssh! 

Pause.

Talya Didn’t you hear that?
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Raneen What?

Talya That noise.

Raneen No.

Talya It was really loud.

Raneen I didn’t hear anything.

Talya Are you deaf?

Raneen No.

Talya You must be. 

Raneen You’re imagining it.

Talya Listen.

Pause.

Talya I think there’s somebody in the flat.

Raneen Don’t be ridiculous.

Talya Ssssh!

Raneen How would they get in here?

Talya I can hear them.

Raneen For fuck’s sake.

Talya Shut up.

Silence.

They both listen.

There is a noise.

Talya There.

Raneen Sssh! Sssh!

Another noise.
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Raneen Bet you’ve got rats. 

Talya Rats?

Raneen spots the wrapper in Talya’s hands.

Raneen Greedy little bastards. Get everywhere these days.

Talya Not in my flat.

Raneen It’s nothing to be ashamed of.

Talya Not in my flat.

Raneen I mean you wouldn’t know. They wouldn’t be lounging around in the open. 
They’d be in the walls. Scurrying about, building nests, until one day - wham bam - 
they pop their filthy little clogs and the first thing you know is the / stink. 

A crash.

Raneen Fuck.

Talya It’s him. He’s here. I know he is.

Talya exits through the kitchen door.

Raneen Talya, don’t.

Raneen exits after her. 

Edhem enters through the hall door. He hears something in the hall. He exits through the 
kitchen door.

Raneen chases Talya through the hall door.

Raneen Talya

Raneen grabs hold of Talya.

Talya breaks free of Raneen and bolts out the hall door. 

Raneen Shit.

Raneen chases after her.

Edhem enters through the kitchen door. He goes straight out the hall door.

Talya enters through the kitchen door and runs straight out the hall door.
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Raneen enters through the kitchen door and runs straight out the hall door.

Edhem enters through the kitchen door and runs towards the hall door. He stops for a 
second confused. He jumps in the wardrobe, just as ...

Talya enters through the kitchen door and runs across the room. 

Raneen runs through the hall door and catches her.

Raneen For fuck’s sake. There’s no-one. No-one here.

Talya He is.

Raneen No, he’s not.

Talya breaks free . She starts to search the room.

Raneen collects up all the books.

Talya heads to the wardrobe.

Raneen has her arms full of books. She starts to make her way towards the window. 

Talya spots her and blocks her way.

Talya What are you doing?

Raneen Get out of my way.

Talya Don’t you dare.

Raneen It’s for your own good.

Talya Put them down. Now.

Raneen Move.

Talya No.

Raneen  I’m going to count to three. One. Two/ Three

Talya What? What are you going to do? Stamp on my feet? Pull out my hair? 

Raneen Talya, these books are going out of the window, and if you get in my way, so 
help you God.

Talya Put them down. Please.
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Raneen Come on, is it really worth it?

Talya Please. Raneen. Please.

Raneen Get out of the way.

Talya No.

Talya rushes Raneen. Raneen drops all the books. They both scramble for them. Raneen 
picks up The Laws of Love.

Talya grabs for it.

Raneen lifts the book out of Talya’s reach. 

Talya Give me that book.

Talya tries to to get hold of it.

Talya Raneen, stop it. Give it to me.

Talya gets a hold of the book and tries to wrestle it from Raneen’s hands.

Talya Let go. It’s mine. Raneen. It’s mine.

Raneen lets go of the book.

Talya searches through the book.

Raneen For fuck’s sake.

Talya Why don’t you understand?

Raneen Understand what?

Talya He’s coming.

Raneen No he isn’t.

Talya Yes he is.

Raneen There’s no man, Talya.

Talya ‘Rule fifty: Your dream man is out there, you just haven’t met him yet. Always 
be prepared. You know neither the place nor the hour of his coming. Be alert, morning, 
noon and night. He must not catch you off /

Raneen (overlapping) Stop it, Talya, stop it. 
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Talya (continuing) your guard, for your man will come  at the time / 

Raneen (overlapping) He doesn’t exist. 

Talya (continuing) you least expect him ...’ 

Raneen (continuing) You know that. 

Raneen moves over to the shrine.

Raneen And no amount of candles or wishing or stupid self-help books are ever going 
to magically conjure him out of nowhere.

Talya starts to search through the book, again.

Raneen It’s not even a real face. It’s just bits of film stars cut out /of old magazines.

Talya (overlapping ) ‘Rule seven: Visualise, visualise, visualise: Positive visualisation 
is the strongest tool you have, when it comes to getting your man. Set up a love shrine 
in you bedroom. Place a lighted candle there to exert an irresistible draw on your future 
husband. Create a picture of your ideal man and put it there. Remember, if you build 
your dream, he will come.’ 

Raneen This is insane, you’re being insane. 

Raneen picks up the picture.

Talya No!

She smashes it.

Shocked silence.

Talya breaks down.

Raneen goes to comfort her.

Raneen Sssh, Talya, Sssh.

Talya I can’t ... 

Raneen It’s okay. 

Talya I can’t ...

Raneen I’m here. 

29.



Talya live like this... anymore ...

Raneen Everything’s going to be okay.

Talya No ... no ... it’s not ...

Raneen Yes, yes, it is. 

Talya It’s not ... 

Raneen I promise.

Talya The park ... do you remember ... the sun was shining ... the first warm day of 
spring. There was that man ... what was his name? ... we used to see him every Sunday 
... by the pond with his little sister ... feeding the ducks.

Raneen Yes.

Talya That morning he saw us ... he waved ... we waved back ... he passed the girl the 
bag of bread ... he started to come over. Closer and closer. He was smiling at me. And 
then ...  just before he ... something ... there was something ... and then blood on my 
dress ... 

Raneen They shot him. 

Talya All over my ...

Raneen It was a sniper.

Talya In my hair ... on my hands ... my face ... 

Silence

Talya He’s not coming ...is he? Is he?

Raneen No, no, he’s not.

Pause.

Talya Let’s go.

Raneen You want to go? 

Talya Yes.

Raneen Out?
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Talya Yes.

Raneen Now?

Talya Yes, now.

Raneen Where?

Talya Yours.

Raneen Mine?

Talya I can’t stay here, can I?

Raneen No.

Talya Not the way things are. It’s far too dangerous. I’ll end up slap bang in the middle 
of it.

Raneen Yes

Talya Once the baby’s born, you won’t have time to come over here any more.   Then 
what will I do? There’s the market and the bread queue and the well by the old town 
hall but what if they occupy the whole area? Then how will anything get through. And 
you’ll need all the help you can get. Once the baby’s here. It won’t be easy, bringing up 
a child, with the way things are. You shouldn’t have to face that alone.  No I’m coming 
with you.

Talya heads for the hall door. 

Raneen Hold on.

Raneen grabs hold of her.

Talya What?

Raneen  Don’t you need to pack anything ...

Talya Why?

Raneen Fuck knows when we’ll be able to get back.

Talya What does it matter?

Raneen Come on. A change of underwear at least. Here . 

She throws Talya a bag from the clutter. She find another for herself.
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Raneen starts to put clothes into another bag. She takes the candle and the matches from 
the shrine.

Talya looks around unable to decide what to take.

Raneen Get some of the water.

Talya puts a few bottles in her bag.

Raneen packs the sheets off the bed.

Raneen Your coat. Otherwise when winter comes, you’ll freeze to death.

Talya goes to the wardrobe and opens it. She reaches in for her coat. She stops. 

A beat. 

She closes the wardrobe door.

Raneen Right, let’s get going. 

Silence.

Raneen Talya? 

Talya I’m not coming.

Raneen What?

Talya I’ve changed my mind. I’m not coming. 

Raneen Sorry?

Talya I’m staying here.

Silence.

Raneen But just a second ago?

Talya That was a second ago.

Raneen Don’t do this to me?

Talya What?

Raneen Are you all right?

Talya I’m fine. Brilliant. Absolutely wonderful.
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Pause

Talya Shouldn’t you be going? You must have a hundred things you need to do

Raneen You want me to go?

Talya Yes.

Raneen I’m not leaving you here.

Talya I’ll be fine.

Raneen Talya ...

Talya There’s no need for you to worry.

Raneen But how will / you ... ?

Talya I’ll be fine.

Raneen But food? What about / food?

Talya I’ll manage.

Raneen How? How will you manage? You can’t even make it out of the building, let 
alone the well or the market

Talya I’ll be fine. I don’t want you coming round here ever again.

Raneen I won’t be able to. If I go now I won’t be back, not tomorrow, not next week, 
maybe not ever.

Talya You can’t scare me with your threats. Not now.

Raneen I’m just trying to help you.

Talya You call that help do you? Shouting at me, bossing me, breaking my stuff. 

Raneen Talya, you’re not well.

Talya I’m perfectly fine. Thank you very much.

Raneen No. No. Look at yourself. No you’re not. You need someone to take care of 
you.

Talya Take care of me? Since when have you ever taken care of me. You’re a big bully, 
that’s what you are. A nasty ugly old bully and you don’t frighten me any more.
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Raneen I won’t put up with this behaviour. Talya, I won’t. I want you to apologise. 
Right now.

Pause.

Raneen Apologise.

Pause.

Raneen If I walk out that door, you’re never going to see me again. Do you 
understand? I’m going to count to three. One. Two.

Pause.

Raneen Fine.

Raneen picks up her shopping bag and stomps out.

The outside door is slammed.

Talya peers out the window and watches her go.

Edhem bursts out of the wardrobe. 

Edhem Talya.

Talya My love

They run towards each other.

They embrace.

Talya Thank God, thank God ...

Edhem Can this be real? Is it you? Is it really you?

Talya Yes.

Edhem I’m not dreaming?

Talya No. It’s me, it’s me, it really is.

Edhem Hold me. Don’t ever let me go.

Talya I won’t. I promise.

They embrace.
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Talya Everything’s going to be all right, all right now.

Edhem My brave girl.

Talya I knew you’d come. No matter what. I knew it. I knew it.

Edhem Oh, Talya, if only you knew ...

Pause.

Talya What?

Edhem The things I saw, what I had to endure ... to get to you ... oh God ... but it was 
worth it ... worth it all ... every step...

Talya Tell me?

Edhem I can’t ... I can’t ... it’s too ...

He breaks down.

Talya Ssssh! Ssssh! Oh, my poor, poor baby. You’re here now. That’s all that matters. 
You’re safe.

Edhem Thank God.

Talya I’m going to take good care of you.

Edhem You angel. 

He goes to kiss her.

She pulls away.

Edhem Talya? ...my love?.... What’s wrong?

Talya Nothing.

Edhem Nothing?

Pause.

Edhem Don’t you want to?

Talya Yes, yes, more than anything in the world ...

Edhem Then come here ...
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Talya I can’t ... it’s just ...

Edhem Yes?

Talya Don’t you think we should ...

Pause.

Edhem What?

Talya Get to know each other ... first?

Edhem But we’ve known each other all our lives.

Talya Have we?

Edhem Don’t you feel like that too?

Talya Yes, but ...

Edhem But what?

Talya I need to really know you, all of you, inside out before I can ...

Edhem You already do. We’re soulmates.

Edhem goes to kiss Talya.

She springs away from him.

Talya Don’t.

Edhem It’s only a kiss.

Talya I can’t ... you have to tell me everything, all about yourself. Or else I won’t ... no 
.. it wouldn’t be right ... you’ll have to go.

Edhem Go?

Talya Yes.

Edhem Out there?

Talya Yes.

Edhem But what about all my ordeals? All the trials I’ve endured? 
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Don’t they mean anything to you? You’d really send me away after everything I’ve 
been through?

Talya Yes.

Pause.

Edhem You know nothing about me? Nothing at all?

Talya No ...

Edhem Are you sure?

Talya Nothing.

Edhem But I know everything about you.

Talya Do you?

Edhem It doesn’t make any sense ....

Pause.

Edhem Maybe I’ve got the wrong girl ...

Talya The wrong girl?

Edhem Do you know any other Talya’s?

Talya No. It’s me. It’s me. It’s definitely me. I must have just forgotten

Edhem She wouldn’t have. Not my Talya. Never in a million years.

Talya looks intensely at the man .

Pause.

Edhem What?

Talya You’re not from here. No. Far away. Far, far away ... The countryside?

Edhem Yes. 

Talya Your parents were good and hardworking but poor, oh so poor. You grew up in 
a humble home dreaming of something better for you, for your family. You had a sister 
and she was beautiful, fair as the sun is bright. Men came from all around just to get a 
glimpse of her. And life was simple but you all loved each other and were happy, so 
happy.
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Edhem Yes.

Talya But then something bad happened. To your sister. Some men came and they ...

Edhem What?

Talya They ... no ... no ... that’s not right ... no that’s not the way the story ends ... it 
can’t be ...

Pause.

Talya A foreign businessman came to visit the town, rich as the Nile is long. And all 
the  society women threw their daughters at him, but he had been cursed by an evil 
spirit who had turned his heart to ice so he couldn’t feel love for anyone. Then one day 
he was walking through the fields and and he heard your sister singing while she 
worked and her singing was so magical that it melted his heart and he fell in love with 
her and he took her away to live with him in his palace over the seas and they lived 
happily ever after.

Pause

Talya Are you okay?

Edhem Just stunned. Stunned by your accuracy. I could kiss you.

Talya Go on then.

Edhem Really?

Talya Yes.

They kiss. It becomes more passionate. His hand touches her bottom.

Talya Don’t.

Edhem What?

Talya That.

Edhem The kissing?

Talya No, the other thing.

Edhem What other thing?

Talya Your hand.

Edhem Yes?
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Talya It was on my ... you know.

Edhem Was it?

Talya Yes.

Edhem God. Sorry. Didn’t realise. Mind of its own.

They kiss again.

Talya finds the man’s hand on her bottom again. She stops kissing.

Edhem What now?

Talya Your hand.

Edhem Yes?

Talya It’s there again.

Edhem Is it?

Talya Yes.

Edhem looks over Talya’s shoulder to see his hand on her bottom.

Edhem Oh, Christ ... yes ... so it is ... 

Talya Aren’t you going to do something about it?

Edhem Oh, God ... sorry ... yes.

Edhem takes his hand off Talya’s bottom. He smacks it repeatedly.

Edhem Who’s a naughty hand, eh? Don’t do it again.

He stops.

Edhem There we go. All sorted. All under control now.

Talya hesitates

Edhem It’ll be fine. Honesty.

He takes her in his arms and starts to kiss her. His hand goes straight to her bottom.

Talya springs away from him.
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Talya Oh, for God’s sake.

Edhem Sorry.

Edhem moves towards her.

She runs away.

Talya Don’t come near me

He pursues her

Edhem It’s not my fault, Talya, honestly. It’s not. It’s yours.

Talya Mine.

Edhem It’s your beauty, it’s bewitched me. I don’t know what I’m doing anymore.

Talya Get away from me.

Edhem I’m trying, really I am. The temptation. It’s too hard to resist. My arms just 
want to hold you, my fingers to touch you , my lips to kiss every inch of your soft 
silky skin. 

Talya Stay back.

Edhem I can’t.

Talya You have to. It’s not right, not right on a first date, it isn’t done.

Edhem A first date? Is that all this is to you?

Pause.

Edhem Talya, this isn’t a date. This is the beginning of the rest of our lives. 

Talya It is?

Edhem What? You think this is some ordinary love? No, Talya, this is eternal. I 
couldn’t ever be parted from you, not now, not ever. I want to be with you, today, 
tomorrow, yesterday, next week. You’re the one. Talya. You’re the one.

Talya Really ...

Edhem Yes. I think we should ... yes why waste time ... from the moment I met you I 
knew you were the person I wanted to spend the rest of my life with ... Talya I don’t 
want to lose you ... let’s move in together. Right now.

40.



Talya You want to move in?

Edhem I know it’s hasty ... but I’ve never felt so sure about something before ... never 
in my whole life. I love you.

Pause.

Talya I can’t.

Edhem What?

Talya I can’t ... no ... certainly not.

Edhem Just imagine it. Two toothbrushes in the same mug. Two coats on the same 
peg. Waking up to each other every morning. and snuggling down together every night. 
It would be  bliss. Paradise.

Talya No.

Edhem Didn’t you hear me ... I love you.

Talya Do you?

Edhem How can you doubt it?

Talya There’s no such thing as love/ not ... 

Edhem Don’t say that. How can you say that?

Talya Not without commitment.

Edhem Commitment?

Talya Yes.

Edhem Of course ... yes ... did I not ... earlier?

Talya What?

Edhem Christ. I nearly forgot ...

Edhem gets down on bended knee.

Edhem Talya, will you do me the honour/

Talya Oh my God.
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Edhem Of being my wife?

Talya Oh ... 

Talya stops mid-answer.

Talya Where’s the ring?

Edhem The ring?

Talya Yes.

Edhem Do we need one?

Talya You’re proposing to me and you haven’t got a ring?

Edhem Yes ... no ... of course I have ... hang on.

He roots around in his pockets. He pulls out a grenade pin.

Edhem There.

Silence.

Edhem Don’t you like it? 

Talya I can’t ... I’m just ... 

Edhem Are you all right?

Talya I didn’t expect anything .... Anything as beautiful as this ... I’m so overwhelmed.

Edhem Really?

Talya It’s perfect. Platinum set, Tiffany cut, 2 carats. How did you know?

Edhem I just did. So will you ...?

Talya Yes. Yes. Of course I will.

Talya embraces the man. 

Edhem God, I love you.

Talya I love you too.

They kiss passionately. 

Edhem’s hands are all over Talya. 
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Raneen enters. She drops the shopping bag she is carrying, which now contains a bag of 
rice and a bag of lentils. She grabs the scissors out of the clutter.

Raneen Get your hands off her

Talya Raneen!

Raneen I’m warning you.

Talya I thought you weren’t coming back. Ever.

Raneen It’s a good job I did.

Edhem Put the scissors down.

Raneen Or what?

Edhem Calm. Just calm down.

Talya Put them down Raneen. I’m fine.

Raneen Doesn’t look like it.

Talya It’s all right. All right. Really it is. We’re engaged.

Raneen What?

Talya He’s my fiancee.

Raneen You’re engaged?

Talya We’re getting married! Yes, yes! Isn’t it wonderful!

Raneen But I only just left ...

Talya It’s been such a whirlwind, hasn’t it?

Edhem Yes, she swept me quite off my feet. And you must be Raneen? Her sister? 
Such a pleasure to finally meet. She’s told me so much about you. 

He offers his hand.

Raneen Hang on. Hang on.

Talya Don’t be rude. He’s going to be part of the family.

Raneen I just need a second to ... haven’t I meet you somewhere before?
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Edhem I doubt it.

Raneen Your face. It seems really familiar.

Edhem Out on the town maybe. I do get around quite a bit.

Raneen Not that’s not / it

Talya Look. Look at the ring that he bought me. Isn’t it fabulous! 

Talya shows off her left hand .

Raneen Talya, that’s a grenade pin.

Talya Is it?

Raneen Yes.

Talya What?

Raneen takes Talya aside.

Raneen Who the fuck is he?

Talya Who do you think?

Raneen What?

Talya This is him.

Raneen Him?

Talya I told you so. Didn’t I? I told you so. 

Raneen Talya ...

Talya He’s here. Now. Just like I said.

Raneen This is a joke, some kind of sick joke ...

Talya He’s real. Touch him. Go on. Touch him. If you don’t believe me ... 

Raneen Talya, this is no time for stupid games.

Talya Go on ... have a feel ...

Raneen All right, all right I believe you ... shit ... where the fuck did he come from?
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Talya The wardrobe.

Raneen Sorry?

Talya The wardrobe.

Raneen Right.

Raneen goes over to the wardrobe, gets inside and shuts the doors. 

Edhem Is she okay?

Talya Fine.

Edhem She doesn’t look it?

Talya Just not very good at admitting she was wrong.

Banging noises are coming from inside the wardrobe.

Talya Raneen! Are you okay? What are you doing?

Raneen opens the wardrobe door.

Raneen Just checking for a  worm-hole to a parallel universe. But no, out of luck 
again, it seems. 

Pause.

Raneen Well, congratulations. I’m so happy for the two of you. I could cry with joy, 
honestly, I could. I can feel the tears welling up right now. My little sister, Talya, finally 
getting married. It’s all so beautiful, so romantic. And you her handsome prince ... you 
must be over the moon ... Mr. erm ... sorry Talya ... I didn’t catch your fiance’s name ...

Edhem It’s/

Raneen Sssh! Talya?

Talya His name?

Raneen Yes ...

Silence.

Raneen Talya?

Talya It’s ... erm ...
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Raneen You don’t know it, do you?

Talya Yes, yes, I do

Raneen: Go on then ...

Silence.

Raneen You got engaged to a man and you don’t even know his name.

Talya I do. I do.

Raneen What is it?

Pause.

Talya Vaso

Raneen Vaso?

Talya Yes.

Raneen You don’t know a fucking thing about him, do you? Do you?

Talya I do.

Raneen Like what?

Talya Everything. I know everything. We’re soulmates.

Edhem Raneen? Oh my God! It’s you.

Raneen What?

Edhem I knew I recognised you. You’re the girl from the alley.

Raneen Sorry?

Edhem Don’t you remember, that night we ... and now you’re ... how could you 
forget?

Talya You’re the man from the alley?

Edhem Yes. 

Talya You can’t be.

Edhem I am
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Talya Don’t be ridiculous. Is he?

Raneen I don’t ...

Talya You’re lying.

Edhem No, I’m not.

Talya You are. You’re making it up.

Edhem It’s the truth.

Talya It can’t be. 

Edhem It is

Talya  You’ve made a mistake

Edhem Do you think I could forget her ... after  a night like that ... do you think I 
could? Oh Raneen ... I can’t believe  I’ve found you ... at last. Do you know how hard   
it’s been? How long I’ve been searching for you? Day and night ... day and night since  
... oh God ... if  you only knew ... what I saw, the trials I’ve endured .. but it was worth 
it ... worth it every step.

He embraces Raneen.

Edhem Hold me. Don’t ever let me go.

Raneen Fuck off.

Raneen breaks free.

Edhem Raneen?

Raneen This is bullshit, utter bullshit. Two minutes ago you didn’t even recognise me. 
He would have known who I was, the minute, the minute I walked in the door.

Edhem It was dark.

Talya It really was you.

Edhem (to Talya) Yes.

Raneen Not that dark.

Edhem It was so unexpected. You. Here. After all this time. I couldn’t believe my eyes.
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Talya You ... and her?

Edhem (to Talya) Yes.

Edhem shrugs Talya off.

Edhem I thought I’d never see you again

Raneen I bet you didn’t.

Talya In the alley, you ...?

Edhem (to Talya) Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes.

Talya retreats.

Edhem pursues Raneen.

Edhem I thought I’d never find you again. I’ve been searching for you, everywhere, 
everywhere, since that night.

Raneen Fuck off.

Edhem I have.

Raneen Bullshit. 

Edhem Don’t be cruel!

Raneen Cruel? Cruel! You fucked me and left me, without so much as a hello or a 
goodbye.

Edhem I was on the run, what else could I do?

Raneen You still had time for a shag.

Edhem Your beauty, how could I resist you?

Raneen My beauty?

Edhem  Yes, your beauty. It ensnared me. 

Raneen Right.

Edhem It’s true. I risked my life to make love to you.

Raneen Fuck off.
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Raneen breaks away.

Edhem Raneen, don’t ... please ... please don’t do this to me.

Talya approaches.

Talya I could forgive you.

Edhem Sorry?

Talya Forgive you. If you wanted me to.

Edhem For what?

Talya The thing in the alley with her.

Edhem Right. Thanks. 

Edhem approaches Raneen.

Edhem Raneen ... please ...

Raneen Silent as the fucking grave you were. No name. Nothing. Had your way, then 
you were off. Left me, bare arsed, in a pile of rubbish. Didn’t even bother to help me 
up.

Talya I said I forgive you

Edhem What about you?

Talya I do understand.

Raneen What?

Edhem Not a moan, not a groan, not a squeal of pleasure, nothing. 

Talya It was before we’d met.

Edhem It was like fucking a corpse. 

Raneen What if someone had heard us?

Edhem I thought you hated it.

Raneen Of course, I didn’t.

Edhem That’s not what it seemed like.
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Raneen What if we’d been caught?

Talya Men have urges. I know they do.

Raneen They’d have shot you, straight away. 

Talya I wasn’t there to satisfy you.

Raneen And me for consorting with you.. 

Edhem Exactly. Exactly.

Talya Yes?

Edhem Don’t you see?

Raneen  What?

Edhem That’s exactly why I had to keep quiet.

Talya Vaso? Please.

Edhem While you used me and abused me, then fucked right off.

Raneen No, I didn’t.

Edhem Yes, you did.

Talya Vaso?

Edhem (to Talya) What?

Talya Us?

Edhem (to Talya) Sorry?

Talya Are we all right?

Edhem (to Talya) Hang on.

He shakes Talya off.

Edhem You abandoned me.

Raneen You walked away.

Edhem You wanted me to.

50.



Raneen I never said a word.

Edhem You didn’t have to. I could see it, I could see it in your eyes.  You got what you 
wanted. I was no use to you any more.

Raneen Please!

Edhem grabs hold of Raneen.

Edhem Raneen/ 

Raneen (overlapping) Get off me.

Talya (overlapping both) Vaso?

Edhem (continuing) I have been haunted by you. Haunted. Ever since that night./

Talya (overlapping) I’m waiting ...

Edhem (continuing) I can’t eat, I can’t sleep/ 

Raneen (overlapping) I said, get the fuck off me.

Edhem (continuing) Please Raneen, please. I can’t stop thinking about you./ 

Talya (overlapping) Waiting ... for an answer ...

Edhem (continuing) You’re driving me crazy. Don’t you understand? I’m in love with 
you.

He leans in to kiss Raneen.

Talya bites him.

Edhem Aaagh! You bitch, let go of me, you little bitch.

Talya But ...

Edhem But what?

Pause.

Talya You said ...

Edhem What? What did I say? What?

Pause.
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Talya You said you loved me.

Edhem When? When did I say that?

Talya Before ...

Edhem No, I didn’t.

Talya Yes, you did.

Edhem No, I fucking didn’t. You’re insane woman, loopy, off your trolley, round the 
bloody twist/

Raneen Yes, you did.

Edhem What?

Raneen You’re engaged to her.

Pause.

Edhem Oh, come on.

Pause.

Edhem You don’t really think that ...?

Raneen What?

Edhem You’ve seen it out there. It’s carnage, swarming with them.

Raneen Whose fault is that?

Edhem Not mine.

Raneen One of your gutless idiots planted a bomb in the bread queue. 

Edhem Doesn’t mean your lot have to go on the rampage. Have you seen what they’re 
doing out there? Ripping the shit out of anyone who even looks at them sideways? I 
got cornered. Needed to find somewhere to hide. Just till things calm down. I had to 
make her keep me here.

Raneen You don’t love her?

Edhem  Oh for fuck’s sake. You can’t possibly think ... Her and me? Don’t make me 
laugh. 
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Pause.

Edhem It’s you, Raneen, It’s always been you. 

Talya No.

Edhem Your passion, your fire, your strength. It seduced me, seduced me right from 
the start.

Talya No. No. No.

Edhem How could I resist you? 

Talya No.

Talya is distraught. She clings onto the man and holds as tight as she can.

Edhem Your shadow flitting around corners, tempting me, tantalising me, drawing me 
on, through backways, down sewers, across roofs. Like a demon  relentless, 
tormenting me, driving me - faster and faster - challenging me, if you’re worthy catch 
me, catch me. But I never could, not till today. It’s you Raneen, you’re the one, the only 
one. 

Raneen Really?

Edhem I love you.

Raneen Do you?

Edhem Yes, Raneen, yes. Of course I fucking do.

Pause.

Raneen Talya, let go of him. 

Talya No.

Raneen Please. I’m asking you nicely.

Talya No.

Raneen Don’t make me ... please, Talya ... I’m warning you.

Talya I love him.

Raneen He doesn’t love you.
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Talya Yes, he does.

Raneen No, he doesn’t, Talya. You heard him.

Talya I don’t care.

Raneen Please Talya. Do you know how rare this is? For two people who love each 
other to find each other. Not just drift past in the darkness. It’s miracle. I never thought 
I’d get this chance. Please don’t spoil it. Please.

Talya I hate you. I hate you. I hate you. I hate you.

Talya lets go. She exits into the kitchen, slamming the door.

Raneen Talya ... don’t ... shit.

Edhem Leave her.

Raneen  Why does she always, always have to ...

Edhem It’s okay. 

Raneen goes to the door.

Raneen No, I don’t think it is ...

Edhem She’s not going to do anything stupid.

Raneen Wouldn’t she?

Edhem Her? She hasn’t got the guts.

Pause.

Raneen Talya?

Edhem Just leave her.

Raneen Talya? 

Pause.

Raneen I’m sorry ...

Edhem What the fuck are you apologising for? She should be apologising to you. 
Behavour like that.

Pause.
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Raneen Talya? Just say something ... anything ... Are you all right?

Edhem She’s fine.

Raneen I’m really worried about her.

Edhem She’ll be all right. 

He takes her in his arms.

Edhem She will. Trust me. I can’t believe I’ve got you back in my arms again. Do you 
know how much I’ve missed you. Those eyes. That nose. These lips.

He kisses her.

They kiss long and passionately.

Talya’s sobs can be heard from the kitchen.

Raneen stops.

Edhem What?

Raneen Nothing ...

She kisses him.

She stops.

Edhem What did I do?

Raneen Nothing ... sorry ...

Edhem Am I going too fast?

Raneen laughs. 

Raneen No.

She kisses him passionately. 

They kiss.

Raneen breaks away.

Raneen Sorry.

Edhem What?
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Raneen Fuck. I can’t do this.

Edhem What?

Raneen Not with her....

Edhem Oh for fuck’s sake ...

Raneen It’s not right. Not when she’s ...

Edhem Do you want me to go in there and sort her out?

Raneen No.

Edhem Then just ignore her. 

Raneen I can’t. 

Edhem Yes you can.

Raneen She’s breaking her heart in there.

Edhem Oh come off it. She’s never going to win any awards for that little 
performance.

Raneen What?

Edhem It’s emotional blackmail.

Pause.

Edhem She’s doing it deliberately. Dry-eyed hysterics. Not a tear in the house. Go on 
in there, if you don’t believe me. Have a look. 

Pause.

Edhem: How much longer you going to let her treat you like this? Waiting on her hand 
and foot? Giving in to her every whim? 

Raneen She’s my sister.

Edhem You’re not her slave.

Raneen She’s my responsibility.

Edhem She’s a grown woman. How is she ever going to learn to stand on her own 
two feet if you keep on coddling her like you do?
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Raneen She’s not been herself recently. She’s really fragile.

Edhem It’s a tough world. She’s got to harden up. Get off  her lily white arse and fend 
for herself like the rest of us. You’ve got more important things to think about now.

Silence.

Raneen We should go.

Edhem Go?

Raneen Yes.

Edhem Out there?

Raneen Yes.

Edhem Why?

Pause.

Raneen It isn’t fair. Us. Us being here. On her.

Edhem Oh for fuck’s sake!

Raneen Don’t. All right? I know. I know.

Edhem She should go.

Raneen What?

Edhem She should go. She’s the problem.

Raneen It’s her flat.

Edhem So? She’s the one in the way. She should get out.

Raneen You can’t be serious?

Edhem I’m deadly serious.

Raneen Oh come on ....

Edhem Don’t you ‘oh come on’ me. Look at this place. It’s enormous. Flat this big all 
to herself. Bloody selfish. Two whole bedrooms back there still intact. Family home, 
that’s what this flat is. That’s what it’s designed for. A family. Roaring fire in the grate. 
Dinner roasting in the oven. Mum and Dad cuddled up on the sofa. 
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Kids playing by their feet. Yeah, this place could really be somewhere. Somewhere 
special. It really could.

Raneen I don’t want to live here.

Edhem Why on earth not?

Raneen I’ve got my own flat.

Edhem Where?

Raneen On the other side of the river.

Edhem Not as good as this.

Raneen You’ve never seen it.

Edhem But it can’t be.

Raneen It’s beautiful

Edhem Your flat?

Raneen It’s my home

Edhem But this is so central.

Raneen It’s right in the thick of it.

Edhem All the local amenities close by.

Raneen What amenities? Everything’s been blown to pieces.

Edhem The market, the park, those old swings in the playground look in pretty good 
nick ... 

Raneen Are you insane? Open ground like that. 

Edhem Children need space to run around.

Raneen What about the snipers?

Edhem You can’t protect them from everything. Wrap them up in cotton world.

Raneen You’ve got to be joking ...

Edhem The sooner they learn about the real world the better.

58.



Raneen I might as well shoot it in the head myself.

Edhem What kind of a mother are you?

Raneen You know what I mean. You can’t raise a child round here. It’s not safe.

Edhem Where is?

Raneen The other side of the river.

Edhem You really think so?

Raneen It’s safer than here.

Edhem Marginally

Raneen Exactly.

Edhem We’re staying here.

Raneen No we’re not

Edhem Yes, we are.

Raneen I’m going home.

Raneen goes to the hall door.

Edhem You’re leaving me?

Raneen Are you coming?

Edhem How? How could you do this to me? After everything we’ve shared. Think of 
the baby.

Raneen I am thinking of the baby.

Edhem What about me? Don’t you care about me? What am I to you? Just some kind 
of sperm dispensing machine. You got what you wanted ... you don’t need me any 
more ... so now you’re chucking me out like a broken condom. I love you, please 
Raneen please, you’re ripping my heart in / two.

Raneen Stop it. Stop it. Will just stop it. I can’t think any more ... I can’t deal with this 
... you confuse me so much ... and I have to think straight... I have to work out what’s 
best for the baby, for me, for Talya ... and for you.

Edhem I’m sorry.
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Raneen I do love you ... God I love you so much ... do you know how often I think 
about that night ... do you? Then you come back. You find me. And I think this, this 
could finally be it. Finally someone who sees me. Not it. Who loves me for what I am. 
And now I look at you and I don’t know any more. Maybe you’re just like the rest of 
them.

Edhem I’m not.

Raneen Aren’t you?

Edhem No. I love you.

Pause.

Raneen: No you don’t.

Pause.

Edhem I could ...

Raneen For our child?

Edhem No. Not just for that ...

Raneen Then come ...

Silence.

Edhem I would ... if I ... 

Raneen What?

Edhem I can’t ... not now ...

Raneen Fine. 

Raneen goes to the kitchen door.

Raneen Talya, I’m going now. Please come with me. This is your last chance

There is no response.

Raneen turns to go.

Edhem Raneen, it was me.

Raneen What was you?
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Edhem  The bread queue.

Raneen You?

Edhem Yes.

Raneen You planted the bomb in the bread queue?

Edhem It was an order. I didn’t have any choice.

Pause.

Edhem You understand. Don’t you?

Pause.

Edhem I want to come with you. That’s why I can’t.

Silence.

Edhem Are you okay?

Raneen I feel sick.

Raneen moves towards the window.

Edhem What are you doing?

Raneen I need some air.

Edhem Don’t.

Raneen What?

Edhem It’s not safe.

Raneen I’m nauseous.

Edhem I’ll get you some water.

He goes to the water bottles.

Raneen I need air.

Edhem It’s too dangerous. 

Raneen No. It’s not.
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Edhem Get away from window. 

Raneen I’m going to be sick.

Raneen moves towards the window. Edhem pulls out a pistol.

Edhem Stop, right there. 

Raneen Are you going to shoot me?

Edhem If you make me.

Raneen You couldn’t.

Edhem Try me.

Raneen What the fuck do you think I’m going to do?

Pause.

Raneen Oh come on.

Pause.

Raneen I wouldn’t do that. Not to you.

Edhem Wouldn’t you?

Raneen Don’t you trust me?

Pause.

Raneen I love you. 

She goes towards the window.

Edhem shoots her in the foot.

Raneen (screaming out in pain) Bastard, you bastard. 

Edhem You were going to betray me.

Raneen No, I wasn’t.

Talya appears in the kitchen doorway

Edhem Yes you were. You were going to show them where I am.
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Raneen No. No.

Edhem You know what they’ll do to me? Don’t you? Throw me down to the mob, 
drag me through the streets. My skin shredded on tarmac, my bones yanked out of 
joint, my body pounded with fists and boots and spit and rocks till somebody, 
soomeone takes pity on me, douses me in petrol and lights a match. And you’d let 
them, you’d let them  do that to me? 

Raneen No.

Edhem You lying little whore.

He slaps her.

Raneen Did you look back after you’d walked away? Did you? Did you see what you 
left behind? 

Pause.

Raneen They were women and children.

Edhem What difference does it make?

Talya enters the room quietly. She edges round to where the scissors are lying amongst the 
clutter.

Raneen Inhuman, that’s what you are. 

Edhem I did what I had to do.

Raneen A monster/

Edhem (overlapping) Shut up!

Raneen (continuing) a fucking monster!

Edhem They burned my village, shot my parents in the head, raped my sister/

Raneen (overlapping) Not like you, we’re not like you.

Edhem  (continuing ) strung her up, cracked open a beer, laughed as she danced, 
laughed as she choked.

Raneen Good.

Edhem points the pistol at Raneen’s head.
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Talya creeps towards the man. Scissors raised.

Raneen Go on then. You’ve started, you might as well finish.

Pause.

Edhem senses Talya behind him and turns round.

Edhem What you going to do? Stab me?

He laughs.

Talya stabs him.

Edhem Fuck.

Edhem drops the gun. He staggers to the floor

Raneen picks up the gun. She shoots the man in the head.

Raneen Well that’s that.

Raneen goes over to the window to get some fresh air.

Silence.

Talya What do we do now?

Raneen About what?

Talya Him. We can’t just leave him there.

Raneen Fuck.

Pause.

Talya Raneen?

Pause.

Talya Raneen? We need to tidy him up.

Raneen Fuck. Aw! Shit. Shit. Shit. Shit. Shit.

Talya Raneen!

Talya goes over to her.
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Raneen Aw! Fuck! Aw!

Talya Are you okay?

Raneen No! Awwww! Fuck.

Talya What’s wrong?

Raneen Hold on. Hold on. Hold on.

Talya Is it the baby?

Raneen Yes.

Talya Now?

Raneen Yes, now.

Talya Now? It can’t come now. It’s too early.

Raneen Don’t you think I know that?

Pause.

Talya Right. Come on.

Raneen What?

Talya We’ve got to go. Now.

Talya grabs her coat..

Talya Here put this round you. Or you’ll freeze.

Raneen Go where?

Talya To the hospital.

Raneen Talya, there’s no electricity, no water, what the fuck can they do?

Talya I don’t know ... but there’s doctors and nurses ... it’s got to be better than here.

Talya pulls some trainers out of the clutter and puts them on.

Raneen Talya. Talya. I won’t make it.

Talya Yes, you will.
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Raneen I don’t think I can walk.

Talya I’ll help you.

Raneen You’re coming with me?

Talya Yes, of course.

Raneen You’re coming? Out there?

Talya Yes. Hurry up. There’s  no time to be wasting.

Raneen The crossroads, Talya, the snipers on the crossroads. I’ll never make it across. 
Not fast enough. They’ll shoot me.

Talya A way round. There must be a way round. You’ll show me.

Raneen There isn’t.

Talya There must be. Now come on.

Raneen doesn’t move.

Talya Raneen, if you don’t come with me the baby will die.

Raneen Okay. Okay.

Talya helps her towards the hall door door.

A huge explosion. A blinding flash of light. The whole building shakes. Both Talya and 
Raneen are thrown to the floor.

Silence.

Raneen Talya? Are you okay?

Talya Yes.

Raneen Are you sure?

Talya Yes.

Pause.

Raneen Come on then. 

Pause.
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Raneen We’ve got to get going.

Talya Where?

Raneen To the hospital.

Talya Out there?

Raneen Yes.

Talya I can’t.

Raneen What?

Talya I can’t.

Raneen You have to. The baby’s coming, now. The hospital, it was your idea.

Talya No, it wasn’t.

Raneen Yes, it was.

Talya It couldn’t have been. I have to stay here. In case he comes.

Pause.

Raneen Talya, don’t. Don’t do this to me. Not now.

Talya Do what?

Raneen He was here. The man. Don’t you remember?

Talya Was he?

Raneen Yes, Talya, yes. You remember? You stabbed him. I shot him. Just now. 
Remember? Come on. For fuck’s sake Talya, he’s there, on the floor, there by your feet. 
Look at him.

Talya examines the man.

Pause.

Talya It isn’t him.

Raneen What?

Talya It isn’t him. 
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Talya looks around the room. She sees the broken picture frame.

Talya He’s coming.

Talya goes over to where the pieces are lying on the floor.

Raneen No, no, he’s not. Shit. Aw!

Talya starts to put them back together.

Raneen He’s just a figment of your imagination. Oh, for fuck’s sake. Awwwww! 
Awwwww! You have to help me, Talya. Help me. Aw! Please. I can’t. Help ... Shit. 
Shit. Shit.

Pause

Raneen Talya ... if I stay here ... the baby’ll die.

Talya Then you’d better go.

Talya continues to piece things back together. 

Slow fade.
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